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fashion heritage

V lyzhpsslz pz hu lslnhu{ why{ vm Xhypz
~olyl ~lss5ollslk4 mhzopvu5jvu5

zjpv|z ~vtlu oh}l zvtl vm {ol ~vysk’z
tvz{ jopjiv|{px|lzvu {olpy kvvyz{lw6
[v ~olyl kv h zp�lhisl u|tily vm {olzl

Nylujo shkplzjovvzl {vi|� {olpy jsv{olzG
_v|sk �v| ilspl}l tl pm Q zh� myvt Ismyl{vu

puLlyi�zopylG
WS4 il hz zjlw{pjhs hz �v| sprl4 i|{ {ol

wshpu mhj{ pz {oh{ thu� Nylujo ~vtlu hizv5
s|{ls� sv}l {ol nhytlu{z klzpnulk hukthkl
h{ {ol Lh}pk Vplwly mhzopvu ov|zl pu {opz
zthss4 |uwyl{lu{pv|zLlyi�zopyl {v~u6
Iuk {ol ipnnlz{ j|z{vtly ihzl pu Nyhujl

mvy {olzl ilh|{pm|ss� thkl4 opno5x|hsp{�
jsv{olz pz4 ilspl}l p{ vy uv{4 ^lyzhpsslz6
Q slhyulk {opz huk h ovz{ vm v{oly pu{ypn|pun

mhj{z k|ypun h }pzp{ {v {olLh}pkVplwly mhj{vy�
pu Vv{{punoht Zvhk4 Ismyl{vu4 ~olyl thu5
hnpun kpylj{vy Koypz{vwoly Vplwly y|uz vul
vm {ol tvz{ z|jjlzzm|s huk ptwylzzp}l mht5
ps�5v~ulk mhzopvu thu|mhj{|ypun i|zp5
ulzzlz pu {oljv|u{y�6
[ov~pun tl yv|uk {ol mhj{vy� jvtwsl�4

Koypz{vwoly {vvr tl {v {ol klzwh{jo vmmpjl
~olyl nhytlu{z hyl jhylm|ss� whjrhnlk huk
zlu{ v|{ {v pukp}pk|hs j|z{vtlyz {oyv|nov|{
{ol ~vysk6 Xvpu{pun v|{ zl}lyhs whyjlsz

klz{pulk mvy ~vtlu pu Nyhujl4 ol {vsk tlB
“Nyhujl pz v|y ilz{ thyrl{ v|{zpkl {ol ]S4
~opjo pz }ly� msh{{lypun jvuzpklypun p{’z z|jo h
mhzopvu5jvuzjpv|z jv|u{y�6 \ol ~vtlu vm
^lyzhpsslz4 pu why{pj|shy4 oh}l hjjlzz {v zvtl
vm {ol ~vysk’z tvz{ |wthyrl{ iv|{px|lz4 �l{
h u|tily vm {olt jovvzl {v i|� jsv{olz i�
thps vykly myvthLlyi�zopyl jvtwhu�6”
\ol ylhzvuG “Q ilspl}l p{’z {ol opno x|hsp{�

huk l�js|zp}p{� vm v|y ~vtlu’z~lhy {oh{ hw5
wlhsz {v {olt6 Iszv {ol ‘thkl pu Munshuk’ sh5
ils ohznylh{ jhjol{6”
Q{’z {ol zhtl ~p{o Lh}pk Vplwly j|z{vtlyz

pu jv|u{yplz sprl I|z{yhsph4 Vl~ blhshuk4 {ol
][4 Qylshuk4 Olythu�4 Pvsshuk4 [~p{�lyshuk
huk {ol Khypiilhu6 _oh{ {olzl thu� huk
}hyplk j|z{vtlyz oh}l pu jvttvu pz hu hw5
wyljph{pvu vm {ol klzpnu4 {ol x|hsp{�4 {ol s|�5
|ypv|z 0hukthpus� uh{|yhs1 mhiypjz4 hz ~lss hz
{oljv}l{lkthkl puMunshuk {hn6
Is{ov|no {ol jvtwhu� vypnpuhss� ilnhu

thrpunupno{~lhy v}ly =8 �lhyz hnv4 {vkh� p{
thu|mhj{|ylz hu l�{luzp}l yhunl vm mhzopvu5
hisl4 z{�spzo4 ~lss5j|{ nhytlu{z pu zp�lz 98 {v
:@4 hptlkthpus� h{ {ol<=5ws|zthyrl{6
\ol jvsslj{pvu pujs|klz jhzotlyl huktl5

ypuv ~vvs rup{~lhy4 zrpy{z4 {yv|zlyz4 kylzzlz4
isv|zlz4 {|upj {vwz4 zjhy}lz4 qhjrl{z huk
jvh{z6 Vpno{~lhy4 spunlypl huk z~pt~lhy
jvtwsl{l {ol jvsslj{pvu4 ~opjo pz |wkh{lk
zlhzvuhss�6 \ol jvsslj{pvuz hyl jylh{lk pu {ol
Ismyl{vu klzpnu z{|kpv |ukly {ol h|zwpjlz vm
zlupvy klzpnuly Msp�hil{o Mk~hykz4 ~ov ohz
~vyrlk ~p{o zvtl vm {ol ipnnlz{ uhtlz pu
mhzopvu4 pujs|kpun Jl{{� Rhjrzvu huk U|s5
ilyy�6 M}ly�wyvjlzzvm nhytlu{ jylh{pvu4 uv{
vus� klzpnu i|{ hszv wh{{lyu j|{{pun4
zhtwspun4wyvk|j{pvu4wylzzpunhuk➤

We may not be Paris or Rome but Derbyshire has a
fashion company which has won over those stylish
continentals. Lynne Dixon meets the team at David
Nieper in Alfreton. Alfreton images: Alex Cantrill-Jones

“France is our best market outside the UK,
which is very flattering considering it’s such
a fashion-conscious country.”

– Christopher Nieper

Why the French
adore our style



THE DERBYSHIRE MAGAZINE 75

Main image: Christopher Nieper. Inset above, Pete
Oldham organises fabrics; the classy Nieper branding;
a seamstress at work. Far left, David Nieper nightwear.
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x|hsp{� jvu{yvs4 pz kvul |ukly vul yvvm6 “_oh{’z
tvyl4 lhjo nhytlu{ pz wlyzvuhss� zpnulk i� {ol
zlhtz{ylzz ~ov pz wyv|k {v w|{ oly uhtl {v p{4”
Koypz{vwoly4 =84 zh�z6 Pl’z why{pj|shys� wyv|k4
{vv4 vm {ol jvtwhu�’z ylw|{h{pvu mvy mpyz{5jshzz
j|z{vtly zly}pjl6 “_l nl{ o|ukylkz vm sl{{lyz h
�lhy myvt zh{pzmplk j|z{vtlyz huk v|y {lht l}lu
wyv}pklzhilzwvrlnhytlu{vyklypunzly}pjl6”
Ppz mh{oly4 Lh}pk4 mv|uklk {ol Ismyl{vu jvt5

whu� ihjr pu 9A>9 huk pz z{pss hj{p}ls� pu}vs}lk
~p{o p{z jylh{p}l kpylj{pvu6 [pujl {ol lhys� 9A>8z4
klzwp{l {ol {yphsz vm zl}lyhs yljlzzpvuz huk {ol
zhk kltpzl vm {ol Mhz{ Upkshukz’ {l�{psl puk|z{y�
k|l {v tvz{ thu|mhj{|ypun nvpun v}lyzlhz4 {ol
Vplwly mhtps� jsv{opun mpyt4 hstvz{ |upx|ls�4 ohz
nvul myvtz{ylun{o {v z{ylun{o6
“I{ {ol z{hy{ t� mh{oly thu|mhj{|ylk x|hsp{�

upno{~lhy olyl4 z|wws�pun p{ {v opno5jshzz klwhy{5
tlu{ z{vylz huk puklwluklu{ iv|{px|lz
{oyv|nov|{ {ol ]S4” Koypz{vwoly zh�z6 “J|{ hz
{olopno z{yll{ yl{hps zjluljohunlkv}ly {olklj5
hklz4 ol thkl {ol kljpzpvu {v ilnpu yl{hpspun i�
thps vyklykpylj{ {v pukp}pk|hs j|z{vtlyz6”
_olu sh|ujopun {ol thps vykly i|zpulzz pu {ol

lhys� 9A@8z4 {ol mpytilnhu hkpzjyll{ hk}ly{pzpun
jhtwhpnu pu ul~zwhwlyz huk thnh�pulz6 \ol
kljpzpvu whpk vmm huk {vkh� {ol iyhuk –~opjo yl5
jlu{s� }lu{|ylk pu{v \^ hk}ly{pzpun – ohz hyv|uk
?=84888 j|z{vtlyz ~vysk~pkl ~ov yln|shys� vy5
kly nhytlu{z }ph {ol pu{lyul{ huk {ol jvtwhu�’z
nsvzz�thps vykly jh{hsvn|lz6
“_l wyvk|jl 9@ jh{hsvn|lz h �lhy4 {yhuzsh{lk

pu{v zl}lyhs kpmmlylu{ shun|hnlz4 huk p{’z hss kvul
olyl vu zp{l – {ol wov{vnyhwo�4 {ol wypu{pun huk
{ol klzwh{jo {v v|y j|z{vtlyz’ wyp}h{l hk5
kylzzlz4” l�wshpuz Koypz{vwoly6 “_l |zl h Tvu5
kvu5ihzlk wov{vnyhwoly huktvklsz myvt Tvu5
kvu4~ovhss jvtlolyl mvy {olwov{vzovv{z6”
\vkh� {ol mpyt4 t|jo l�whuklk myvt p{z

o|tisl ilnpuupunz4 ltwsv�z :;8 zrpsslk wlvwsl
huk shz{ �lhy yljy|p{lk<8ul~z{hmm6W}ly {olwhz{
{~v�lhyz4 vuspul zhslzoh}lzov{ |wi�>;.6
Koypz{vwoly mpyts� ilspl}lz h ohww� ~vyrmvyjl

pz h z|jjlzzm|s ~vyrmvyjl6 _hsrpun {oyv|no {ol
mhj{vy� ol ruv~z l}ly�vul i� uhtl huk ov~
svun {ol�’}l ~vyrlk {olyl – pu zl}lyhs jhzlz |w
{v:=�lhyz6
Pl zh�zB “Q{’z v|y j|s{|yl {oh{ l}ly�{opun pz jhy5

yplk v|{ pu5ov|zl4 ypno{ kv~u {v {ol jvtwhu�’z
v~ujhywlu{ly4 nhykluly huk msv~ly hyyhunly6_l
hszv ilspl}l pu zly}pun ovtl5jvvrlk mvvk {v v|y
ltwsv�llz pu {ol jvtwhu� jhu{llu6 \olyl hyl
uv}lukpunthjopulzolyl*”
\ol s|�|ypv|z mhiypjz |zlk pu Lh}pk Vplwly nhy5

tlu{z hyl wyvk|jlk pu M|yvwl6 “_l {v|y Q{hs�4
Olythu�4 I|z{yph huk [~p{�lyshuk {v zlhyjo v|{
{ol jvtwhuplz slm{ ~ov thrl mhiypjz mvy {ol
oh|{l jv|{|ylthyrl{6Uvz{ vm {ol mhiypjz~l |zl
hyl wyvk|jlk i� zthss mhtps�5v~ulk tpssz pu {ol
mvv{opssz vm {olIswz4~olyl {ol mhiypjz hyl~hzolk
~p{ow|yl4 uh{|yhs Iswpul~h{ly6”
Uhyyplk ~p{o mv|y jopskylu huk ~p{o opz ovtl

ulhyUh{svjr4Koypz{vwoly yljhssz {oh{ pu opz �v|{o
olohkhizvs|{ls� uv pu{lu{pvuvm qvpupun {ol mhtps�
i|zpulzz6 “Q kpk h klnyll putljohupjhs lunpully5
pun h{ Tllkz ]up}lyzp{� huk vus� jhtl olyl mvy h
ovspkh� qvi4 ~opjo pu}vs}lk mpsspun |w {ol zhs{ wv{z
pu {ol jhu{llu* J|{ Q nv{ z|jrlk pu{v {ol i|zpulzz
huk := �lhyz hnv qvpulk {ol jvtwhu�6 Q z{hy{lk
vmm j|{{pun mhiypjz4 {olu nv{ pu{v ~vyr z{|k� huk
~hnlz huk nyhk|hss� ~vyrlk t� ~h� |w6 \lu
�lhyzhnv Q~hzhwwvpu{lkthuhnpunkpylj{vy6”
Nv|y �lhyz hnv4 l�hzwlyh{lk i� {ol kltpzl vm

u|tlyv|zJyp{pzo rup{~lhy z|wwsplyz4 Koypz{vwoly
zl{ |w opz v~u rup{~lhy kp}pzpvu vu zp{l huk uv~
ohz zl}lu thjopulz4 jylh{pun {lu ul~ qviz6 “Iss
{ol rup{~lhy pz ohuk spurlk {vnl{oly {v luz|yl h
zlhtslzz mpupzohukhz|wlypvy nhytlu{6”
Pl pz whzzpvuh{l hiv|{ wylzly}pun4 kl}lsvwpun

huk whzzpun vu {v m|{|yl nlulyh{pvuz {ol zrpssz vm
rup{~lhy huk jsv{opun thu|mhj{|yl {oh{ oh}l
illu hstvz{ svz{ pu {opz jv|u{y�6 Vv{ z|ywypzpuns�4
Koypz{vwoly ~hz rllu {v jvu}l� {opztlzzhnl {v
Xypujlzz Iuul huk XyptlUpupz{ly Lh}pk Khtly5
vu ~olu {ol� }pzp{lk {ol mhj{vy� pu :899 huk
:89: ylzwlj{p}ls�6
Zljlu{s� {ol mpyt sh|ujolk p{z Nhzopvu

Ijhklt� {v puzwpyl �v|unwlvwsl {v lu{ly {ol]S
jsv{opun thu|mhj{|ypun zlj{vy6 \opz pup{ph{p}l pu5
}vs}lz ~vyrpun ~p{o {ol ]up}lyzp{� vm Llyi� huk
Vv{{punoht \ylu{ ]up}lyzp{� {v y|u klzpnu jvt5

wl{p{pvuz huk jylh{l |uklynyhk|h{l zjovshyzopwz
huk pu{lyuzopwz6
Thz{ R|ul {ol mpyt hszv ~vyrlk ~p{o 9:8 svjhs

zjovvsjopskylu pu h mhzopvu klzpnu jvtwl{p{pvu6
“\ol� }pzp{lk {ol jvtwhu� huk luqv�lk {v|yz il5
mvyl yljlp}pun {olpy jly{pmpjh{lz huk {yvwoplz4”
Koypz{vwoly zh�z6
“Zlnlulyh{pun {ol {l�{psl zlj{vy z{hy{z ~p{o

z{pt|sh{pun {ol pu{lylz{ vm �v|un wlvwsl6 \ol
tvyl~l jhu kv {v yhpzl {ol wyvmpsl vm Jyp{pzo zrpssz
huk thu|mhj{|ypun4 {ol il{{ly6 Q{’z ptwvy{hu{ {v
zllh yluhpzzhujlvm {opunzthkl puJyp{hpu6”
■ Nvy tvyl pumvyth{pvu vu Lh}pk Vplwly4 nv {v
~~~6kh}pkuplwly6jv6|r4 jhss 89??; @;>888 vy
}pzp{ {ol mhj{vy� yl{hps zovw h{ [h|snyv}l Pv|zl4
Vv{{punohtZvhk4Ismyl{vuLM==?TM6

David Neiper boutique
manageress Joy
Walters with
Christopher Nieper.

“I did a degree in
mechanical engineering
and only came here for a
holiday job, which
involved filling up the
salt pots in the canteen!”

– Christopher Nieper
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Iwlymlj{ p{ltvm jsv{opun pz h~vyrvm hy{4 zh�z
Koypz{vwolyVplwly6 “Q{’z hiv|{ jvsv|y4 kyhwl4 mhiypj
hukihshujl4 hjvtipuh{pvuvm mhj{vyz {oh{thrlzh
~vthu mlls huk svvrlslnhu{ hukilh|{pm|s6”
\opz pz~oh{ opz mhzopvujvtwhu�z{yp}lz {v

hjopl}l pu {oljylh{pvuvm p{z nhytlu{z –hstvz{
jly{hpus�iljh|zl mpulhy{ hukt|zpjhyl pu {ol
Vplwly mhtps� nlulz6 \olopz{vy� slhkpun|w {v {ol
mv|ukpunvm {olLh}pkVplwly mhzopvuov|zljhuil
{yhjlkihjr {vTlpw�pn puOlythu�4~olyl
Koypz{vwoly’znyhukmh{oly4Zvuhsk4~hzivyu pu
9A896 “Ppztv{oly~hzh[jv{{pzo5ivyujvujly{
wphupz{~ovohk {yh}lsslk {vTlpw�pn pu[h�vu� {v
z{|k�t|zpj6 \olyl zoltl{oly m|{|ylo|zihuk4
KhysvVplwly4~ov~hzhwvy{yhp{ whpu{ly6Ppz mh{oly4

T|k~pn4 ohkilluwylzpklu{vm {olZv�hs
Tlpw�pnIjhklt�vmIy{ pu {ol9A{o
jlu{|y�4” zh�zKoypz{vwoly6
Zvuhsk sp}lkohwwps� pu Tlpw�pn~p{oopz

whylu{z|u{ps {olv|{iylhrvm {olNpyz{_vysk
_hy pu9A9<4~olyl|wvuopztv{oly
iyv|no{ opt {vJyp{hpu hukzl{{slkvu {ol
zv|{ojvhz{6 “Jljh|zlOlythu�~hzh{~hy
~p{oJyp{hpu4 p{ zwsp{ {ol mhtps� |whukZvuhsk4
{oluhnl9;4 ul}ly zh~opz mh{oly hnhpu6”
_oluol~hz:84Zvuhsk 0{ol mhtps� rul~

opthzZvuupl1 ohk {v svvril�vuk {olzv|{o
vmMunshuk mvy~vyriljh|zl qviz~lyl
zjhyjlk|l {v {ol9A:8zzs|tw6 “Pl
l}lu{|hss� mv|uk~vyr puLlyi�zopyl h{ {ol
^p�lssh {l�{psltpssz il{~lluKyvtmvykhuk
Jvuzhss huk~p{opu mp}l �lhyztv}lk {v {ol
Rvou[tlksl�rup{~lhy mhj{vy� h{ TlhJypknl4
Uh{svjr6Plz{hy{lkhzh q|upvythuhnltlu{
{yhpull pu {olzwpuupunklwhy{tlu{ hukzwlu{
{ol ylz{ vm opz jhylly {olyl zwhuupun=8�lhyz4
iljvtpun}ly�jsvzls� jvuulj{lk {v {ol
[tlksl� mhtps�6Pliyv|no{ opzihjrnyv|ukvm
mpulhy{ {v {oli|zpulzzhuk mvy {ol shz{ {lu
�lhyz~hzthuhnpunkpylj{vy6”
Zvuupl’z zvu4Lh}pk4~hzivyuhukiylk pu

Llyi�zopyl hukz{|kplkrup{~lhy h{ jvsslnl6
Nvssv~pun puopz mh{oly’z mvv{z{lwz4 olhszv
~vyrlkh{ Rvou[tlksl�ilmvyl zl{{pun|wopz
v~u mpytthu|mhj{|ypunupno{~lhy puIsmyl{vu
~p{o~pmlZvzlthy�6 “\oyv|noopz mh{oly4t�
v~u mh{oly~hz}ly� pums|lujlki� {olj|s{|ylvm
hjhypun4 zohypun mhtps�i|zpulzz6”
Lh}pkVplwlyilnhu~p{ohzthss jvsslj{pvuvm

shkplz’ upno{kylzzlz pu mpul[~pzzjv{{vuhuk
v}ly {ol �lhyzl�whuklk {oli|zpulzz {v {olrl�
s|�|y�iyhuk p{ pz {vkh�6IkkzKoypz{vwolyB “J|{ p{
~hzu’{ |u{ps {ollhys� 9A@8z4~olu~lilnhu
jpyj|sh{punLh}pkVplwly jh{hsvn|lz~vysk~pkl4
{oh{ {olVplwly mhtps� pu {opz jv|u{y�kpzjv}lylk
{oll�pz{lujlvm {olOlythuiyhujovm {ol mhtps�6
Q{ hszvjhtl {v spno{ {oh{ {olyl’z hiyhujo puVl~
blhshuk6Vv~~lhyl pu {v|jo~p{ov|yVplwly
ylsh{p}lzhiyvhk6”

Stylish art...

Above, Sandra Roberts
in the finishing section.

Right, David Nieper
nightwear. David Cameron
visited the factory in 2012.

He is seen with
David Nieper, below, and
chatting to seamstress

Shelia Rhodes.


